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By Mark Irwin

Although for some people the Andes Mountains
of Ecuador are beautiful enough to just sit and admire,
others prefer climbing the great South American chain
while still others choose to soar above them utilizing
hang gliders to climb to new heights.

For former airplane pilot Bill Grugnale, the sport
of hang gliding is hardly comparable to any other sport
here in Ecuador as it provides the thrill of a lifetime.
According to Bill, he got into the sport for the simple
reason that it is "the freest form of flight" known to man,
and is more akin to flying like a bird. The former pilot
and NASA employee here in Ecuador has had plenty of
opportunity to work at his sport as he has flown gliders
for more than eight years.

Bill came to Ecuador to work for the U.S. space
program, NASA, and was involved in a satellite tracking
station near Mt. Cotopaxi, to the south of Quito. Nowa-
days, Bill is a free-lance communications expert, and
when he's not in the office, he might well be found on
the slopes of a nearby mountain or down on the Pacific
coast riding the thermals. Grugnale says that the basic
equipment needed to get into the sport are a hang glider,
a harness (with parachute), and a helmet. For the more
advanced pilots, Bill suggests an altimeter as well.
Although there are initial costs in getting into the sport,
such as the purchase of a glider, equipment, and training
lessons, the majority of the flights are cost-free. Accord-
ing to Bill, all you need is a way to get to the top of a
mountain, and then the inner fortitude to jump off!

Bill Grugnale is part of a hang glider's club here in
Quito, just one of five in the entire country, and he
commented recently that his club was especially de-
signed for training others to "earn their wings." Bill's
group trains almost all fledglings on a slope near Ecua-
dor's "Middle of the World" monument to the north of
Quito, offering a safe area for flying. Later on, the
trainees move up, as they eventually jump from Quito's
Mt. Pichincha, at an altitude of about 12,000 feet. From
there they ride the winds and thermals of western Quito,

Flying High in Ecuador

Taking off over the Andes

eventually landing about two kilometers from HCJB's
studios.

The key to successful piloting of hang gliders is
experience, according to Grugnale, whose eight years of
flying have served him well enough to win the title of
"Ecuadorian Champion of 1989." Knowing wind direc-
tions as well as the landing area and maintaining safety
standards are crucial in flying a hang glider. Ascending
to high altitudes here in the Andes Mountains can be a
problem, especially since hypoxy, or altitude sickness,
can disorient a pilot before he knows it. Grugnale says
that at times he has been as high as 19,000 feet, although
he didn't stay that high for very long. Another challeng-
ing factor in flight is the temperature, which as Grugnale
points out, "can be hot on the ground, but freezing high
in the air."

In 1984 Grugnale set an Ecuadorian record when
he stayed aloft on his kite for almost eight hours. On
October 29, 1984, he rode the thermals of the Pacific
Ocean for seven hours and forty minutes, a record that




continues to stand to this day. "That was an incredible
day for flying, a one-in-a-million kind of day with
fantastic conditions. I don't think that record will ever be
broken!"

In Spanish "hang glider" is translated "alas delta,"
named for the Greek letter that corresponds to the
English letter "D". Therefore, a hang glider is a wing,
shaped like the Greek letter "D". The gliders are rated ac-
cording to the weight for which they are designed. Some
are made with a single surface, while others are made
with two surfaces. More recently, a number of European
kites have been designed to be combined with mountain
climbing, so a hiker can jump from a mountain summit
after a long, hard climb. The kites have become quite
popular in parts of Europe, although licensing organiza-
tions have not given their approval in some cases for
reasons of safety.

Safety is an immediate thought when considering
hang gliding. In fact, Grugnale said his company's
insurance plan had to make special arrangements in
order to cover his new sport. Even here at HCJB, person-
nel are not covered for "exotic sports" such as hang glid-
ing. Nonetheless, the reality of danger and risk does not
deter Grugnale as he continues to sail high into the
Ecuadorian skies, just like a majestic condor.
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Clayton Howard
Interim ANDEX Director

It is always hard to say goodbye. However, the
time has come for Helen and me to bid farewell to all the
ANDEX members once again. By the time this bulletin
reaches you, we will have left Quito and will be back in
our Florida home. Goodbyes are always a bit sad be-
cause they mean the end of a specific time or relation-
ship. Helen and I have enjoyed our stay in Quito and the
privilege of preparing the ANDEX bulletins. But, as all
good things must, this time has now come to an end.
The next ANDEX bulletin will be edited by Richard
McVicar, who will be the new ANDEX Director. It
should be several years before he has to say goodbye.

Six years ago Helen and I left Quito to retire in
Florida. At that time we thought we were saying our
final goodbye to ANDEX members and DX Party Line
listeners. Little did we realize that God had other plans
for us. Three years ago we returned for a two-month
period, and now we have finished a three-month stay at
HCJB. So, we are saying goodbye for the third time! Will
we have the privilege of returning to Quito again? Only
God knows the future. Someone told us recently that

Preparing for the next flight

God is the best travel agent. So we leave the future to
Him. We love Ecuador, its people and culture. We thank
God for every day He has permitted us to live and work
in this beautiful country. He has been very good to both
of us.

When I first came to Ecuador in 1941, the Lord
gave me a portion of Scripture that has stayed with me
throughout our many years of service. Proverbs 3:5,6
reads as follows in the New International Version of the
Bible, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowl-
edge him, and he will direct your paths." As we leave, I
can give no better advice than that which is found in
these two verses. I can assure you from years of personal
experience that it really works. Don't try to plan and run
your own life. You will only make a mess of things.
Instead; turn your life over to Christ. Make Him Lord,
and let Him guide you. He knows what is best for you
and will direct your paths accordingly during the rest of
your life.

Goodbye, again, and may the Lord bless each one
of you.

Last Party Line

What is believed to be the last hand-cranked,
magneto-operated telephone party line in the United
States has hung it up after six decades according to a
recent news release from the Associated Press. Conser-
vative estimates are that at one time there were at least
1.25 million party line telephones serving the nation's
farms and rural areas. Party line chatter, with two or
three parties talking and several more secretly listening,
was a popular rural recreation, long before electricity,
television and even radio.

The final party line, operated by the non-profit
North Fork Telephone Corp., was installed by the U.S.
Forest Service in 1931 and sold to users for $1.00 in 1952.
It consisted of a 20-party, single line system and was

Continued on page 5
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HCJB - THE VOICE OF THE ANDES - QUITO - ECUADOR

November-December 1990

The English service welcomes two
new members to our staff. After a
12-year absence, John Adams takes
the reins in the English Director's
chair. You'll hear him from time to
time on STUDIO 9 or MUSICAL
MAILBAG. Richard and Lisa
McVicar arrived in Quito in late
August. Rich takes over the micro-
phone on the DX PARTY LINE. He
is an avid DXer and has been at it
for more than 20 years in his native
Canada. He also pursues astron-
omy and plays the piano.

DATELINE 90 (Mondays)

Join hostess Jan Shober each week
as she brings you information,
discussion and commentary
designed to set you thinking.

Nov. 5 - The DATELINE 90 panel
discusses today's heroes — who are
they?

Nov. 12 - Part I of "Business
Buzzwords" considers Network-
ing: "A Boost to Your Success."
Business instructor Roxanne
Bushen gives an insider's look.

Nov. 19 - Part IT of "Business
Buzzwords" takes a look at how
women in business talk — but may
fail to communicate to the men
who work with them.

Dec. 3 - The December DATELINE
90 panel handles a touchy and
traditional battle: "Is Christmas a
Christian Holiday?" What...if
any...is the right way to celebrate
the season?

Dec. 10 - Part I of "Christianity vs.
the World." "Is Christianity an
Exclusionist Religion?" Why can't
one be Buddhist and Christian too?

Dec. 17 - Part II of "Christianity vs.
the World." In the season of
Christ's birth, DATELINE 90 asks

why the Child should claim to be
"the only way" to God.

Dec. 24 - DATELINE 90 and
STUDIO 9 combine forces for the
best Christmas Eve yet. Tune in
this celebration of Christmas that
brings you Latin America and the
world.

Dec. 31 - As the old year departs,
the DATELINE 90 FORUM airs
your letters and thoughts while
updating stories of the past several
months. Also, a new contest will
be announced.

HAPPINESS IS (Tuesdays and
Thursdays)

Nov. 1 - A look at some of the
November holidays celebrated in
Ecuador with Ecuadorian folk
music sandwiched in between.

Nov. 6 - Dee Baklenko acts as tour
guide, taking you on a mini-tour of
interesting spots around Ecuador
and the world.

Nov. 22 - "Five Grains of Corn"
and what they might mean to you.

Dec. 4 - "It's Beginning to Look a
Lot Like Christmas" here in Quito.
Dee features tips on making this
holiday season more meaningful
and less hurried and harried.

Dec. 6 - Quito's founding day. Dee
talks about how Quito celebrates
its 456th birthday.

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day. In this
special edition of HAPPINESS IS,
the program expands to fill all of
STUDIO 9 with a Christmas card
edition from all the staff of the
English service of HCJB.

DX PARTY LINE (Saturdays)

Host Richard McVicar updates
you on the world of shortwave.

Nov. 3 - Ken MacHarg joins DXPL,
bringing an interview with Costa
Rica's Radio For Peace Internation-

al. The program also features Neil
Carleton's look at radio stamps.

Nov. 10 - Part II of Ken MacHarg's
visit to Radio For Peace Interna-
tional will be a‘red along with the
ODXA perspectives.

Nov. 17 - The SPEEDX report, a
Pacific DX report and a profile of
the country of Angola will be
included in this edition of DXPL.

Nov. 24 - On this day DXPL has
reports from ANARC, SPARC and
EDXC.

Dec. 1 - Neil Carleton's radio

stamps will again be featured.
Dec. 8 - The country of choice for
this edition will be Kenya. Also
listen for ODXA perspectives.

Dec. 15 - DXPL visits Costa Rica's
Radio Rumbo in Cartago. The
Pacific DX report and the SPEEDX
report will also be included.

Dec. 22 - HCJB will be the focus as
we near our 59th anniversary ...
that's on December 25th. Also
featured will be reports from
ANARC, SPARC and EDXC.

Dec. 29 - DXPL looks back at
shortwave broadcasting in 1990
and the changes that have arrived
on the scene.

These “Program Notes” are available to
listener’s clubs and magazine editors. If
Yyour club or favorite magaziie is not
including them, let us know and we will
make sure they receive them. Then it's up
to you to encourage them to use then.

Gesundheit!




COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE RADIO VERIFICATIONS

JERRY BERG, Chairperson + 38 Eastern Ave. « Lexington, MA 02173+ (617) 861-8481
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THE SHANGHA] BROADCASTING STATION

X.0.R. A.

of the
CENTRAL BROADCASTING ADMINISTRATION.
7, Chung Cheng Koad ( Western)
SHANGHAI - CHINA.

Mr, Paul Kary,

153, Suppes Avenue,
Johnstown, Pa.,

United States of America.

Dear Sir(s):

We acknowledge herewith the receipt
of your communication of March 17th!47and
take pleasure in confirming the correctness of the
data contained therein. We would be very grateful
if you would kindly keep us informed on receiption
qualities of this station.

Yours faithfually,
The Shanghal Broadcasting Station

operates On

)ifegsA KCe gser‘:xeergir.
~om
Gggskgo(ﬁ‘l' 19 meter. ot
2 UL

9,73 mc. (30.8 meters)

The Chinese broadcasting scene 50 years ago was an alphabet soup of "X" calls. The world famous Voice of
China during the war years was XGOY, Chungking, the only international station. In 1947 an elaborate plan to
increase international broadcasting was born with the introduction of a foreign service using XGOA in Nanking. It
included the first English broadcasts to North America. The effort was under the guidance of Roy Dunlop, a Cana-

dian author, playwright and radio producer.

You may want to donate your QSL card collection to CPRV when the time comes. For full details, send a
business size SASE to CPRV Registered Collections Coordinator, John C. Herkimer, P.O. Box 54, Caledonia, NY

14423. We encourage your cooperation.




DXer OF THE
MONTH

few months of serious DXing behind her, she has verifi-
cations from ten stations in eight countries.

Sandra attends the local Baptist church where she
is in charge of the library. She has been a committed
Christian since the age of eight. Our prayer for Sandra is
that she will continue to improve in health rapidly and
be able to be more active. We're sure the Lord will guide
her in the coming years and make her a blessing to
many. In the meantime we trust she will continue to
enjoy the DXing hobby which means so much to her at
present.

Sandra Pearce listening to HCJB

Sandra Pearce is a young lady who lives in Alex-
andra Hills, Queensland, Australia. This is a suburb of
Brisbane, the capital of the state. Her home is only about
five minutes from the ocean, which she can see from her
window. The area is known for its enjoyable climate.
Sandra, our DXer of the Month, recently joined ANDEX
and is member #7035.

Sandra was studying to be a nurse but had to
drop out about two years ago due to an unknown virus
that resulted in what is known as Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome (CFS). We are glad to know that she is slowly
improving. Her interest in DXing and SWLing began as
a result of her illness. Finding it hard to read, she spent
more time listening to the radio and audio cassettes. She
soon discovered Christian shortwave radio. The first
station she heard, and verified, was HCJB. It is still her
favorite station. Christian programs, especially those
presented by Chuck Swindoll, Stuart Briscoe, Elizabeth
Elliot and Joni Eareckson Tada, have especially been up-
lifting to Sandra.

At first Sandra listened mainly for the pleasure
and enrichment she received from the programs. More
recently it has become a hobby. She says, "I enjoy the
hobby and would like to spend more time DXing than I
do at present. We don't have many Christian radio
programs where I live in Australia so I am especially
thankful for shortwave radio. I find the programs
encouraging, enriching, challenging and at the same
time I'm learning more about the world and other
cultures."

The radio Sandra uses for DXing is a Sangean
ATS-803A. Her antenna is just a wire strung from her
house to a tall tree in the back yard. With this equipment
she gets good reception from most stations. With only a

Continued from page 2

‘strung for 40 miles on trees, fence posts and treacherous

cliffs high above the Salmon River in an isolated section
of east-central Idaho in the Salmon River National
Forest.

The old party line is being replaced by a $250,000,
state-of-the-art digital system operated by the Rural
Telephone Co. of Glenns Ferry, Idaho. The size of the
system will almost triple immediately to a total of 37
subscribers. A buried cable is the heart of the new
system, most of it along a narrow, dead-end roadbed,
the only way -- other than the river — in and out of the
40-mile canyon.

The first call on the new system was scheduled for
July 13th and was made from Shoup's Country Store and
post office, run by Garry Pedrow and his wife in the
Canyon's only town, population two. Garry is one of the
old system's last customers. He says he hates to see the
change, because of the system's historical value, but "as
far as being in business, it's hard to communicate on this
line." Nearly all rural hand-cranked magneto telephones
were converted to modern versions by 1970.

HCJB's first internal telephone system was much
like the one just taken out of service in Idaho. It con-
sisted of 25 to 30 surplus army field telephones and
served well for several years in the late 1940s when the
HC]JB staff was small. It, too, was replaced with modern
telephone equipment in the 1950s. Today, HCJB's com-
munications equipment is of the latest design with all
the sophisticated features of any modern system.

We are frequently asked how the popular pro-
gram, "DX Party Line," got its name. Here is the answer.
For many years HC]B broadcast a weekly program
called "Party Line." This started during World War II
when communications were very unreliable between
Ecuador and other countries. Travel was slow and
difficult so missionaries living in Ecuador felt somewhat
isolated. The "Party Line" provided a regular means of
greeting friends and family back home and passing
along items of family news and interest. Of course the
whole world could tune in and eavesdrop on what was
being said. The name "Party Line" was chosen for the
program because of the similarity to the old rural tele-
phone systems with the same name. "Party Line" be-
came quite popular, and many people listened in addi-
tion to the friends and family for whom it was intended.

Continued on page 6
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ROHIT R. UPADHUA - Behind Radio Station, Ranchi
834001, INDIA - ANDEX 6590 - He is a 19-year-old
college student - Would like pen pals from anywhere -
Has a variety of hobbies including DXing, SWLing,
stamp collecting, travel, sports, pop music, and meeting
people.

MASSIMILIANO SANTINI - Via S. Agata 8, 06049
Spoleto, ITALY - ANDEX 6505 - He is looking for pen
pals in Asia (far and southeastern only) - Is interested in
photography - Wants to swap good photographs - Can
correspond in English, Italian or to some extent in
Spanish.

ALVIN MAHLER III - 109 Ballay Dr., Belle Chasse, LA
70037, U.S.A. - ANDEX 6980 - He is interested in corre-
sponding with pen pals anywhere outside of the United
States - Can correspond in either English or French.

ZINNO ZION - 20 Gemang, Lane, Jelutong, 11600
Penang, MALAYSIA - ANDEX 6951 - He is 32 years old
and would like pen pals between 30 and 85 years of age
in the United States, Europe or Australia - Has a variety
of hobbies which include exchange of cassette tapes of
music or radio programs, DXing, QSLing, ham radio,
computers, and corresponding.

Continued from page &

A problem, however, soon developed with the
program. HC]B staff, and missionaries from other
organizations working in Ecuador, were assigned a
monthly spot on the program since many wanted to be
included. The program was broadcast every Monday
evening, but now and then a month had a fifth Monday
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with no one scheduled. Hardy Hayes, one of the English
language programmers, felt a special program designed
for DXers would be an appropriate way to fill in the fifth
Mondays. And so the "DX Party Line" was launched.
Even though it was started as a fill-in progam, the
"DX Party Line" soon became very popular and was able
to stand on its own feet, first as a weekly release, then
later three times a week. Party line telephone systems
have now come to an end in the United States but the
"DX Party Line" will continue, hopefully for many more
years, on HCJB. We will continue to use the name, "DX
Party Line," since the entire world can join with us each

Al

time it is broadcast.
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is the official bi-monthly publication of Andes DXers Interna-
tional, a DX Club operated in conjuction with DX Partyline broad-
cast over Radio Station HCJB and sponsored by the World
Radio Missionary Fellowship, Inc.

Interim ANDEX Director - Clayton Howard
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